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Air transport has become an essential economic and social conduit throughout the
world. Beyond the benefits of fast and inexpensive transcontinental travel, air

transport also has become a vital form of shipping for high
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OVERVIEW

A Safety of commercial travel exceeds other modes and continues to improve

A DOT statutory mission explicitly recognizes importance of airline industry
viability and global competitiveness

A A viable, competitive U.S. airline industry is good for the country, fueling jobs and growth

A Numerous stakeholders benefit from a financially viable, competitive U.S. airline industry
A Competition among airlines remains intense

A Battlefield is increasingly global, with a relatively mature domestic market

A U.S. airlines are financially weaker than many ndhS. airlines
A To reinvest in product/people, airlines needubstantiallyimproved finances

A Competing in theglobal marketplace is essential for airlines and good for USA
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1. Passenger cars/taxis; drivers considered passengers; data from the NSC Fatality Analysis Reporting System
2. Does not include school buses; data from the NSC Fatality Analysis Reporting System

3. Data from the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)

4. Large and commuter airlines, excluding cargo; data from the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB)

Source: National Safety Council Injury Facts®, 1997-2006 averages
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Each Decade, U.S. Airline Safety Has Improved Markedly

Fatal Accidents per Million Aircraft Departures in Schedul&ervice
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DO IStatutory Mission Explicitly Recognizes Importanceso
(@nd Role in) Industry Viability and Competitiveness

Code, Title 49, Sec. 401‘01{. Pol i

(6) placing maximum reliance on competitive market forces and actual and
potential competitioni (A) to provide the needed air transportation systerand (B
to encourage efficient and wellnanaged air carriers tcearn adequate profits and
attract capital, considering anymaterial differences betweeninterstate air
transportation andforeignair transportation

(14) promoting encouraging and developing civiberonautics anda viable, privately
owned United States air transport industry

(15) strengthening the competitive positiormf air carriers toat least ensureequality
with foreign air carriers including theattainment of the opportunity for air carriers to
maintain andincreasetheir profitabilityin foreign air transportation

(16) ensuring that consumers in all regions of the Uniteitates, including those in
small communities and rural and remotareas, have accessto affordable, regularly
scheduled air service

www.airlines.org
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A Av i athe glue that keeps the global economy together. Without widely accessible and
well-priced air travel, the global economy will quickly become less global. ©

o Dr. Mark Zandi, Chief Economist & Co-Founder,

Mo oEton@rg.com (August 2008)
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Commercial aviation helps drive:

U $1.225 trillion/year in economic activity
U $371 billion/year in personal earnings
u 10.9 million jobs

Commercial aviation contributes:

U $731.5 billion/year to U.S. GDP
u 5.2% of U.S. GDP

And, just as islands require bridges to the
mai nl andé. communi ties r
global economy. Air transportation is that bridge,

providing the necessary
enjoy a oOVirtuous Circl
AThe Plane Truth About Air Ser

Global Aviation Improvement Network, Booz Allen (March 2001)

AEvery day, the ai
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enabler, knitting together all corners of the country, facilitating the movement of people and

goods that is the backbone of economic growth. It also firmly embeds us in that awesome

process of globalization that is defining ton
o0 Daniel Yergin, Author, Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy, in the ATA 2005 Economic Report
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ercial Aviation Drives Nearly 11 Million lsn.
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U.S. Job Impact by Aviation Activity, In Millions
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